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The purpose of this essay is to re-theorize a major institutional shift in the field of public accounting. The 
case of institutional shift examined in the paper involves the consolidation of commercial values in the 
auditing profession. In reinterpreting this shift, we highlight an institutional process structured around a 
conflict between commercial innovators and guardians of the professional tradition – a conflict in evidence 
not only in accounting but also in other professional service fields. Our analysis indicates a peculiar kind of 
institutional work, wherein economic capital is reinforced at the field level while the logic of 
commercialism is strengthened in accounting firms’ structures and practitioners’ mindset. However, a layer 
of professionalism remains influential in the field given that the firms’ economic success relies, at least 
partially, on the extent to which they are seen to abide by the cultural value of professionalism. Ambiguity 
therefore characterizes the field as institutional change intertwines with institutional stability. From our 
studying of the field of accountancy, we develop the concept of institutional experimentation in order to 
offer a sophisticated view of institutional work as a fragile and unpredictable process. Specifically, the 
latter is subject to trials and tests by actors involved in a series of more or less connected experiments in 
trying to extend their professional jurisdiction through institutional innovation, while seeking to consolidate 
the traditional foundations of their jurisdictional legitimacy through institutional reproduction.  

Yves is highly committed to qualitative research. One of his main endeavours  
as qualitative researcher is to better understand key features of  public accountants’ 
daily lives, such as how they make decisions in action or  how they lived  through  
the collapse of Arthur Andersen. Yves is also I interested in legitimization 
processes surrounding public accountants’ claims to expertise, seeking  
to comprehend how public accountants attempted to establish their 
presence in the jurisdictions of performance measurement, online auditing, and consulting. As such, 
his research in the area has contributed to the development of a social critique regarding the extent of 
commercialism within the field of public accounting.  
Yves’ academic work has been published in a variety of journals such as Accounting, Organizations 
and Society; Auditing: A Journal of Practice & Theory; Contemporary Accounting Research; 
European Accounting Review, and Organization Studies. He is member of the editorial board of ten 
journals – and is currently Associate Editor at Contemporary Accounting Research and Critical 
Perspectives on Accounting.  
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